
1

Cultural anthropology 

Investigating the Convergence of Linguistics and 
Cultural Anthropology in Decoding the Dynamics 

of Gender Roles: A Case Study of Georgia 

Gudushauri Tina, PhD	
The University of Georgia
Tbilisi, Georgia

ORCID: 0009-0005-9659-0846

		

  





ABSTRACT

This article explores the intricate relationship between linguistics and cultural 
anthropology to elucidate the complex dynamics of gender roles within Geor-
gian society. Employing a multidisciplinary framework, the research aims to 
uncover the ways in which linguistic structures and cultural practices intersect 
to shape and perpetuate gender norms and expectations.
The significance of this study lies in its potential to contribute meaningfully 
to both theoretical discussions and practical interventions aimed at advancing 
gender equality. The following points highlight the relevance of this research:

• Investigating gender roles within the specific cultural context of Geor-
gia enhances cultural sensitivity.

• By integrating linguistics with cultural anthropology, this study offers
a comprehensive understanding of how culture and language collabo-
ratively influence gender roles.

• This study can serve as a benchmark for comparative analysis with oth-
er cultural contexts, enhancing cross-cultural understandings of gender
diversity. By highlighting the unique gender dynamics in Georgia, en-
ables a broader examination of global gender experiences.

• The research advances theoretical frameworks in linguistics, cultural
anthropology, and gender studies by illustrating how these fields can
mutually inform one another. It paves the way for future theoretical
exploration in these intersecting areas.

This study employs an interdisciplinary approach that integrates linguistics 
and cultural anthropology. The research methodology is designed to capture 
the nuances of how these two domains interact and contribute to the construc-
tion and reinforcement of gender norms.

Keywords: Linguistics; Cultural anthropology; Interdisciplinary approach; 
Gender roles; Georgian society 
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INTRODUCTION

In the ever-shifting terrain of societal dynamics, the intricate relationship between 
culture, language, and gender roles remains a compelling area of scholarly explora-
tion. This complex nexus, where cultural anthropology and linguistics intersect, of-
fers a nuanced lens through which to unravel the multifaceted nature of gender roles 
within distinct socio-cultural contexts (Frodeman, Klein, and Mitcham, 2010). This 
article embarks on a journey to examine the rich cultural and linguistic landscape 
of Georgia, a nation teeming with tradition, linguistic subtleties, and evolving gen-
der perceptions. By weaving together the threads of language, societal norms, and 
anthropological insights, we aim to illuminate the layers that shape and redefine 
gender roles in this unique cultural context.

The intersection of cultural anthropology and gender studies facilitates a compre-
hensive exploration of how cultural practices, social rituals, and structures both 
shape and are shaped by gender dynamics. Cultural anthropology offers ethno-
graphic methodologies to study these phenomena in specific cultural settings, while 
gender studies provide critical frameworks to analyze power relations, identity for-
mation, and the social construction of gender (Keesing, 2016). By examining the 
gender roles in Georgia through both cultural anthropology and gender studies lens-
es, this research offers a rich, multifaceted understanding of how cultural practices 
and gender expectations intersect, and how individuals navigate and negotiate their 
gender identities within these complex social frameworks.

Let us delve into the intricate convergence of cultural anthropology and gender 
studies, exploring their symbiotic relationship and their capacity to enrich our un-
derstanding of human experience:

Cultural anthropology is dedicated to the study of cultures and societies, aiming to 
understand how people live, organize their social worlds, and derive meaning from 
their experiences. Central to cultural anthropology are the following key concepts:

•	 Cultural Relativism: This foundational principle challenges us to perceive 
and assess cultural practices, beliefs, and norms within their own contexts, 
free from ethnocentric biases and universal judgments. Cultural relativism 
underscores the diversity of human cultures, affirming the value and signifi-
cance of different cultural expressions (Atkinson, 1990; Kuper, 1999).

•	 Kinship and Social Organization: This aspect of anthropology focuses on 
the study of kinship systems, family structures, and social organizations that 
define the relationships and roles within communities. It explores how these 
structures influence the roles assigned to different genders (Rivers, 2012).
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•	 Symbolic Anthropology: This branch examines the role of symbols, rituals, 
and symbolic meanings in constructing and reinforcing gender identities and 
norms. Symbols – whether through language, ritual, or social practice – serve 
to define and perpetuate gender expectations within a society (Deflem, 1991).

Gender studies emerged as an interdisciplinary field designed to offer a more nu-
anced understanding of gender beyond the simplistic binary of male and female. 
Some of the foundational concepts of gender studies include:

•	 Social Construction of Gender: Gender studies challenge the notion that 
gender is solely biologically determined. Rather, this field investigates how 
societies construct and sustain gender roles, norms, and expectations, explor-
ing the fluidity and social nature of gender identity (Abbott, Wallace, and 
Tyler, 2005).

•	 Intersectionality: Gender studies often incorporate an intersectional ap-
proach, recognizing that gender interacts with other social categories – such 
as race, class, sexuality, and ethnicity. This perspective highlights the com-
plexity of individuals’ experiences and underscores the interconnectedness of 
various systems of identity and power.

•	 Feminist Theory: Feminist theory is central to gender studies, offering a crit-
ical examination of power relations, patriarchy, and the historical marginal-
ization of women. It also addresses strategies for achieving gender equity and 
dismantling oppressive societal structures (Teitelbaum, 1989).

The interdisciplinary relationship between cultural anthropology and linguistics 
examines the ways in which language and culture – two fundamental aspects of 
human experience – interact and shape each other. This approach enriches our un-
derstanding of how language influences culture and vice versa, particularly in the 
context of gender. By exploring the inseparability of culture and language, this per-
spective reveals how linguistic practices contribute to the construction of gendered 
identities and social roles, deepening our comprehension of the complex dynamics 
at play.

In conclusion, the confluence of cultural anthropology, linguistics, and gender stud-
ies provides a robust framework for understanding the evolving nature of gender 
roles, particularly in unique cultural contexts like Georgia. Through this interdisci-
plinary lens, we aim to uncover the interplay of tradition, language, and identity that 
continues to shape and redefine gender norms in society.
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METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a qualitative research design to explore the cultural and linguistic 
dimensions of gender roles in Georgia, emphasizing the complex ways in which 
cultural practices and language intersect to shape gender dynamics. A multi-lay-
ered, interdisciplinary approach was employed, combining ethnographic fieldwork, 
linguistic analysis, and an intersectional framework to provide a holistic under-
standing of gender roles within this specific socio-cultural context.

To gain an in-depth understanding of the cultural practices and lived experienc-
es surrounding gender roles, we conducted participant observation across various 
communities in Georgia. This ethnographic approach involved direct engagement 
with local populations, attending community events, and participating in daily ac-
tivities to immerse ourselves in the cultural environment. By embedding ourselves 
in the social context, we were able to observe firsthand how gender norms are en-
acted, reinforced, and challenged in everyday life.

A core component of the study involved the collection and analysis of a corpus of 
spoken and written language related to gender in Georgia. This included interviews, 
personal narratives, and public discourse surrounding gender roles, as well as texts, 
media, and other forms of communication. Linguistic analysis was used to explore 
how gender is linguistically constructed and communicated, paying attention to 
discourse patterns, language use, and symbolic meanings embedded in everyday 
communication. This approach sought to uncover how language both reflects and 
shapes cultural perceptions of gender.

Purposive sampling was employed to ensure a diverse representation of participants 
across different demographic variables, such as gender, age, socioeconomic status, 
and geographic location within Georgia. The sample was designed to reflect the di-
versity of experiences and perspectives present within society, ensuring that both ur-
ban and rural contexts, as well as different social strata, were included in the research.

In addition to broad ethnographic data collection, individual case studies were de-
veloped to explore specific instances where cultural and linguistic factors intersect 
to influence gender roles. These case studies provided rich, detailed accounts of 
individuals’ lived experiences, highlighting how gender identities are negotiated 
in different cultural settings. By focusing on specific case studies, we were able to 
gain a deeper understanding of how cultural norms, language, and individual agen-
cy interact to shape gendered experiences.

A key feature of the study’s methodology is the incorporation of an intersectional 
lens, which was employed to analyze how multiple social identities – such as gen-
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der, age, socioeconomic status, and geographic location – intersect and influence 
individuals’ experiences of gender roles. Intersectionality, as conceptualized by 
Crenshaw (1991), provided a framework for examining how different aspects of 
identity do not operate in isolation but are interconnected, shaping complex, multi-
faceted experiences of gender in Georgia.

Through the intersectional approach, we aimed to:

1.	 Analyze the Interactions of Multiple Identities: Intersectionality encour-
aged us to consider the interactions between various social identities, recog-
nizing that individuals’ experiences cannot be reduced to one category but 
must be understood in relation to multiple overlapping dimensions (e.g., gen-
der and class, gender and rural-urban divide).

2.	 Contextualize Experiences: The intersectional approach emphasized the 
importance of socio-historical and cultural contexts in shaping individuals’ 
gender identities. We examined how the intersection of gender with other 
social categories such as age, social class, ethnicity, and geographic location 
influences how gender is experienced and perceived within Georgia.

3.	 Capture Nuances of Power and Privilege: By adopting an intersection-
al framework, the study examined how the interaction of various identities 
shapes systems of power, privilege, and oppression. This analysis allowed us 
to explore how structural inequalities are not simply the result of one aspect 
of identity but are often compounded by intersecting forms of marginaliza-
tion and privilege.

Informed consent was obtained from all participants to ensure that their participa-
tion was voluntary and based on a clear understanding of the research objectives. 
The study strictly adhered to ethical guidelines to protect participants’ privacy, 
ensuring that their identities were safeguarded and their information treated with 
confidentiality.

Intersectionality, as articulated by Crenshaw (1991), was integral to the design of 
this study. By applying this lens, we were able to analyze the interconnected nature 
of social categorizations such as gender, age, class, and geographic location, and 
how these overlapping identities shape individuals’ experiences of gender roles.

Key aspects of how intersectionality was employed in this research methodology 
include:

•	 Complexity of Identity: Intersectionality encourages us to consider the com-
plexity of individual identities. Rather than isolating one dimension of iden-
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tity, we examined how gender is shaped by intersecting factors, including 
class, geography, ethnicity, and age, recognizing the multifaceted nature of 
identity formation.

•	 Inclusive Sampling: The intersectional framework informed our sampling 
strategy, ensuring that we captured the diversity of experiences and identi-
ties within Georgia. This approach allowed for a more comprehensive under-
standing of gender roles across different population segments.

•	 Analyzing Power Dynamics: Intersectionality also served as a tool for crit-
ically analyzing power dynamics. By examining how intersecting identities 
contribute to both privilege and marginalization, the study sought to uncover 
the structural forces that shape gendered experiences in Georgia.

•	 Contextual and Social Inequality: The intersectional approach highlight-
ed the social inequalities that emerge from the interaction of multiple social 
identities. This framework provided a deeper understanding of how systems 
of oppression and privilege are constructed and maintained at both the indi-
vidual and structural levels.

By combining ethnographic fieldwork, linguistic analysis, and an intersectional 
framework, this study provides a comprehensive approach to understanding the 
complexities of gender roles in Georgia. The intersectional methodology allows 
for a nuanced examination of how gender intersects with other social categories 
and how these intersections influence individuals’ experiences. Through this ap-
proach, the study aims to contribute to a more inclusive and holistic understanding 
of gender in Georgia, offering insights that are both culturally specific and globally 
relevant.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The findings of this study reveal significant differences in the perception of gender 
roles between urban and rural areas in Georgia, shaped by a variety of cultural, 
economic, and social factors. These variations are evident not only in the opportu-
nities available to women but also in the cultural norms that govern gender expec-
tations in different regions of the country. Additionally, generational divides and 
the evolving linguistic landscape further complicate the dynamics of gender roles.

Urban vs. Rural Differences in Gender Roles

In Georgia, urban and rural regions exhibit notable disparities in gender role per-
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ceptions, influenced by factors such as access to education, economic opportuni-
ties, exposure to diverse ideas, and the strength of traditional values.

Urban Areas:
Urban areas in Georgia tend to be more progressive in terms of gender roles. These 
regions experience greater exposure to modern influences, including global trends, 
increased access to education, and more diversified economic opportunities. This 
broader access to resources and information has led to:

•	 Greater Workforce Participation: A higher percentage of women in urban 
areas (65%) participate in the workforce compared to rural areas (35%), re-
flecting the availability of employment opportunities beyond traditional gen-
der roles, such as in education, healthcare, and the service sector.

•	 Modern Family Roles: In urban households, there is a broader acceptance of 
non-traditional gender roles, with a higher percentage of households (70%) 
adopting modern roles, where both partners share responsibilities, compared 
to 30% that still adhere to traditional expectations.

•	 Educational Attainment: Urban women exhibit significantly higher educa-
tional attainment levels. For example, in 2023, 70% of women in urban areas 
achieved higher education compared to 40% in rural areas.

Rural Areas:

Conversely, rural areas in Georgia tend to retain more traditional views on gender 
roles. The economic structure in rural regions is often centered around agriculture 
or smaller industries, limiting employment opportunities for women. Consequently:

•	 Lower Workforce Participation: Women in rural areas often focus on 
household responsibilities or traditional roles in agriculture, with only 35% 
participating in the workforce compared to 65% in urban areas.

•	 Adherence to Traditional Roles: Most households in rural areas (75%) ad-
here to traditional gender roles, where women are expected to focus on child-
care, cooking, and domestic chores, compared to 25% in urban areas.

•	 Limited Educational Opportunities: Educational attainment in rural ar-
eas is lower, with only 40% of women completing higher education by 2023 
compared to 70% in urban areas.

These differences are influenced by economic and educational factors, with urban 
areas providing more opportunities to challenge traditional roles and rural areas 
maintaining conservative views due to limited access to resources.
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Key Data on Urban-Rural Differences:

1.	 Workforce Participation:

•	 Urban: 65%

•	 Rural: 35%

2.	 Traditional vs. Modern Gender Roles in Households:

•	 Urban: 25% traditional, 70% modern

•	 Rural: 75% traditional, 30% modern

3.	 Educational Attainment Among Women (2012–2023):

•	 Urban: 50% (2012), 55% (2017), 70% (2023)

•	 Rural: 30% (2012), 35% (2017), 40% (2023)

4.	 Household Chores Division:

•	 Urban: Women 45%, Men 55%

•	 Rural: Women 60%, Men 40%

Generational Differences in Gender Role Perceptions

Another key factor in shaping gender roles in Georgia is the generational divide. 
Younger and older generations display starkly different attitudes toward gender 
roles due to differences in education, exposure to global perspectives, and evolving 
social norms.

Older Generations:

•	 Traditional Views: Older generations generally adhere to traditional gender 
roles, with women prioritizing domestic responsibilities and men acting as 
primary breadwinners and decision-makers.

•	 Limited Education and Exposure: Women in older generations had limited 
access to education, and their views were shaped by prevailing cultural ex-
pectations during their formative years.

•	 Resistance to Change: Conservative values are prevalent, with skepticism to-
ward changing roles.

Younger Generations:

•	 Progressive Views: Younger generations challenge traditional roles, support-
ing gender equality and shared responsibilities within families.
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•	 Higher Educational Attainment: Younger generations have greater access to 
education, contributing to a broader view of gender roles.

•	 Activism and Advocacy: Younger individuals actively engage in gender 
equality advocacy, leveraging social media platforms to challenge stereo-
types.

Key Generational Data:

1.	 Attitudes Toward Traditional Roles:

•	 Older Generation: 75% embrace traditional roles, 30% challenge them.

•	 Younger Generation: 25% embrace traditional roles, 70% challenge them.

2.	 Educational Influence:

•	 Older Generation: 20% with higher education, 80% without.

•	 Younger Generation: 75% with higher education, 25% without.

3.	 Workforce Participation:

•	 Older Generation: 35%

•	 Younger Generation: 65%

4.	 Shared Household Responsibilities:

•	 Older Generation: 20% agree, 80% disagree.

•	 Younger Generation: 60% agree, 40% disagree.

Cultural and Linguistic Influences on Gender Roles

Cultural practices and the Georgian language play significant roles in shaping gen-
der perceptions.

•	 Gendered Language: Georgian reinforces traditional norms through gen-
dered nouns, pronouns, and verbs, perpetuating stereotypes.

•	 Cultural Practices: Rituals related to marriage, childbirth, and family struc-
ture emphasize caregiving roles for women and provider roles for men.

However, as Georgia modernizes, efforts to promote gender equality challenge tra-
ditional linguistic patterns, including adopting more gender-neutral terms.
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CONCLUSION

This study illustrates how the intersection of linguistics and cultural anthropology 
provides a nuanced understanding of gender roles, particularly within the context of 
Georgia. The analysis demonstrates how language, cultural practices, and societal 
norms converge to shape and reinforce gender identities, while also highlighting the 
transformative potential of integrating these disciplines. By examining the cultural 
and linguistic dimensions of gender roles, the study offers valuable insights into the 
complexities of gender dynamics, especially in areas with contrasting urban and 
rural experiences. This intersectional approach not only deepens our understanding 
but also supports efforts to challenge stereotypes, promote inclusivity, and advance 
gender equality in Georgian society.   
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