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Batumi Technological Museum and Town’s Cultural Heritage

Tunadze Temur
Nobel Brothers Batumi Technological Museum

Stambolishvili Nana
Shota Rustaveli State University

The Nobel Brothers Batumi Technological Museum was added to the
Georgian museums’ life on 17% of May, 2007. This museum is located in the
same building, where the Nobels had their oil company’s “Batumi office” until
1917.

The Sea Trading transit function of Batumi and its development as the
city was caused by its geopolitical situation. Against this background, we be-
lieve that the city of Batumi as a cultural heritage with other cultural values
are closely connected with the city ‘s transit infrastructure and trade devel-
opment. We think that with this approach the town’s cultural heritage is be-
coming more diverse and interesting.

Batumi cultural heritage, according to its great historical past, is wide
and comprehensive issue. The article highlights the town’s cultural values
only reflected in the technical museum of Batumi.

One of the most important and basic goal of the Nobel brothers Batumi
Technological Museum is Batumi diverse cultural heritage research and pro-
motion. The museum has been engaged in this type of activity for three years.
In terms of cultural heritage, materials kept in the museum are very inter-
esting. Their promotion and defense is the dignity of the museum. By the way
it is extremely valuable in terms of cultural tourism development in Batumi
as well.

The museum is located in the building, as it was mentioned already,
where the Nobels had their oil company’s Batumi department “office”. The
company “Branobel” owned two “offices” in the Black Sea basin. One of them
was in Novorosisk. The museum is two storied building. The second floor is
approximately one meter high from the land surface, which indicates that it
was designed and built up by taking into consideration the climatic condi-
tions of Batumi. There is the wide balcony with balusters. There is decorative
separation of the window shapes are from the wall.

There is the tower on the right corner of the building. There is the wrig-
gle stairs inside the tower. It has the function of communication between two
floors. The design of the building is not changed at all. There were only win-
dows sealed while arrangement of the museum. Unfortunately we do not
have information about the original interior planning and building. Local old
population remembers only the folk names of this building, like: “House of
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rich”, “Governor’s house”, but they can not say exactly who was this “rich”
or “governor”. In this case we paid attention to the words “rich” and “gover-
nor”, their general meanings as the terms denoting economically and socially
elevated people in connection with the Nobel brothers. In 1910-1915 years,
by the King Nikolas the 2™ wish and special instruction, in the regions of
Russian empire and on Georgia among them, traveled the master of colorful
photos, master of photography - Progudin Gorsky. There is a photo among
the very interesting photos, which is named by himself as a “Nobel’s City”
and which represents the old part of Batumi and generally port, reservoirs
and surrounding areas. We thin that this photo and its name exactly repre-
sents the territory owned by the Nobels company. That is why it is named
as “The Nobel’s City”. There is no other town known with such name in the
materials available to us. This photo by Gorsky gave modernity the visual
fact of an invaluable historical and cultural importance of geopolitical history,
which clearly shows the importance of Batumi in XX century in the world
economy, in particular, international oil business.

Batumi modern oil terminal counts several oil reservoirs and there is
one of the oldest reservoir owned by the Nobels among them. It is located
on the territory of Batumi oil terminal and is proudly shown to any honored
guest browsing terminal. Batumi oil terminal was opened in 1883, so that
reservoir counts more than hundred years of its existence. This fact had the
great importance for Batumi for the future economy development of Batumi.
In 1883, Baku-Batumi was also connected with the railway line, which acti-
vated a new impetus to trade and the oil city of Batumi. Since 1883 turnover
of the port of Batumi Oil’s share has increased rapidly and the International
Oil trading it became clear that the city was very attractive.

There are exhibited two reference bottles of crude oil and kerosene in
the museum. They are dated 1896 years?. These are the first samples (1882-
1896) of crude oil. This confirms that such oil products were transported
from Batumi. Bottles have Rectangular shape, they are made of a special
order. On the page of the bottle, upper and down side, there are images of
the Russian Imperial Coat of Arms and dates: “1882” and “1896”. There is
one Russian inscription between them: «TOB.EP.HOBEJIb». There are not
any similar reference bottles except of Batumi. These two bottles are con-
nected to the Nobel brothers’ activities in Batumi, because of this they are
very important exhibits for the museum. As far as 1896 year is the upper
chronological date, therefore it is logical to consider, that these bottles has
been made in this year. This date may be related to the 20" anniversary of
the establishment of the “Nobel Brothers oil company” which they estab-
lished with other companies in 1876. These Bottles were created as the ref-
erence samples and specially sealed for history. At the very beginning they
were designed as the typical museum exhibits which were marked by its
manufacturer and the owner of the Nobel brothers company.
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