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The Museums under Open Sky in
Cultural Tourism of Georgia
(Prospects on the Black Sea of Georgia)

Mgeladze Nugzar
Shota Rustaveli State University

Culture is the system created by material, social and spiritual values
made by human mind and hand. That is the reason why the culture has got
supreme importance for society. The mentioned postulate widely spread in
society can be expressed with figurative expression: “The death of culture
can be resulted in human extinction” The humanity knows this and it all the
time tries to find innovations in culture, the ways of keeping national cultures
in universal, regional, national and specific ethnic conditions. Supposedly the
increasing interest of cultural sciences is stipulated by the abovementioned.
The researches about culture consist of various inter-related directions and
as it shown it is not accidental that in the literature from antic period up to
now there were established various definitions of “culture”.

In recent period among various vectors of culture the great interest is
attracted by the questions connected to the tourism. During discussing cul-
tural tourism at first the attention is paid to the meaning of this concept.
What does the concept “Cultural Tourism” stands for? Very often it means
touristic infrastructure realized in local and universal cultures. In this case
tourism is based on culture. In the conditions of such kind of connection the
both culture and tourism are organic cells of infrastructural architectonics.
Cultural inheritance is the significant constitutive part of cultural tourism.
Cultural inheritance is represented in three dimensions: learning-educa-
tional, scientific and touristic. It contains material cultural historical monu-
ments, architectural samples, material things representing life style, public
art, public creation: folk-lore, graphics and paintings, visual ethnographic
environment.

Nowadays interest towards cultural tourism is also great in post-soviet
countries, where countries are trying to make their own countries interesting
for outside world by maintaining economic and social balance. One of the ef-
fective possibilities to demonstrate attractiveness and exoticism is cultural
tourism and infrastructural development connecting to cultural tourism. To-
wards this direction Georgia is not an exception and it is natural as in the
conditions of mountain and valleys, in the area of close territories, in hori-
zontal and vertical dimensions, we may happen in moderate air conditions
in subtropical seaside parks and mountainous parts including Alps and we
can have a rest at adequate climate environment. For touristic travel in space
area of cultural tourism the nature, flora and fauna, settlement and historical
places of the region has got exotic importance™.

For the development of cultural tourism one the necessary pre-condition
is providing the best environment for the service of visitors on the basis of
correspondent infrastructure and modern methods. Satisfying the above-
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Mountain and Sea Alliance in the Vertical Dimention

mentioned requirements is much more difficult when touristic infrastructure
needs imitative constructing of traditional cultural conditions. Where cul-
tural tourism is developed highly and somehow it is the basis of economical
well-being of the country, the great attention is paid to imitation of tradi-
tional life style at places for resting for the aim of creating exotic environ-
ment. Such environment can be established at museum complexes for the
aim of introducing historical and modern displays at the level of community
when a village represents itself museum and tourist during specific time with
the members of community lives and works in it. This is community-based
museum settlement and participating in settlement of tourists for the aim of
resting.

While talking about museum activity first of all the attention is paid to
determination of country-study level in the country?. If there is no level then
there cannot be talk about museum living quality as in cultural tourism the
both factors are very important by the aspect of management. Country-study
was established in antic period as public knowledge about native region. In
country-study themes we are interested in the following questions: how
should the regional tourism realized to make museum complex implement
multi-vectorial function as a cultural space: attract tourists, satisfy intellec-
tual requirements, contribute dynamics of educational life and develop econ-
omy.

In museum system there are various forms of intellectual resting which
are realized at the museums under open sky?. For such kind of museums
there should be provided wide territories with the imitation of landscape
which is typical for the region. In physical-geographic classification system

223



Caucasus Journal of Social Sciences

Open Museum in Thilisi

of Georgia there are given three parts: mountainous part, the line before

mountainous part and valleys. Accordingly the physical environment for the
museums under open sky should satisfy geographical criteria. At nearby ter-
ritories of countries at the territory determined in advance, the accepted ge-
ographical portrait can be made with man-made way - landscape
reconstruction for example by piling. In Georgia - in Tbilisi there is the mu-
seum like this which is called “Ethnographic museum under Open Sky named
after Giorgi Chitaia”, frequently it is called “ethnographic museum”. On April
27,1966 on the Territory of Vake Park museum of life style of Georgians and
Georgian architecture under open sky was established. The initiator of cre-
ating the museum was famous ethnographer Giorgi Chitaia. The mentioned
museum at northern part Turtle Lake and it occupies 52 hectares. In the
aforesaid museum there are 70 dwelling houses and other buildings taken
from various regions. In ethnographical museum there are 14 ethnographic
zones: Kartli, Kakheti, Khevsureti, Svaneti, Racha, Lechkhumi, Imereti,
Samegrelo, Guria, Adjara, Samtskhe, Javakheti and Abkhazia. The exposi-
tional zones are represented by buildings for economic dimensions and cor-
respondent environment which are typical for historical-ethnographical
areas. With architectural samples in the museum there are the displays of
traditional material culture: arm and instruments, textile and ceramic ma-
terial. In the eleventh zone of the museum under open sky there are placed
historical archeological monuments. There is also Sioni basilica and crypt of
V-VI centuries and rich collection of relief grave stones. Totally in the mu-
seum there are more than 8 thousand displays.

Such kind of museums should be constructed at The Black Sea Coast of
Georgia. For example south-eastern The Black Sea Coast is the place of meet-
ing for relative cultures, the dwelling place of historical-ethnographical
groups of Georg ian people with archaic and traditional cultural importance.
Accordingly it is fact that in museum presentations, in cultural environment
next to cultural values the important place should be given to history and es-
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pecially national history. The representatives of ancient historical-ethno-
graphical provinces live at The Black Sea Coast territories, at 1000-2000 m
above the seal level, at the territory of Caucasus Mountains which gets higher
and higher and the majority of the mentioned people save attractive layers,
the history of the past of civilizations as a cultural inheritance created by an-
cient Georgian tribes in mountainous parts in the conditions of healthy cli-
mate. Towards this direction Batumi is distinguished The Black Sea Coast of
Georgia.

Batumi is a seaside city where there are all conditions for successful
tourism. At earlier times it was city which was created by tribes of Georgian
origin Karts (historical-ethnographical groups: Adjarians and Gurians) and
Kolkhs (Lazian, Megrelians) at ancent times. In reality Batumi began to be-
come city from the second half of XIX century especially by the time when
Baku was connected to Batumi by oil and railway and by the abovemen-
tioned Batumi became one of the most important transit cities in south Cau-
casus. The population of various regions of Georgia was attracted by the city
itself and the works created in it especially the population of West Georgia.
In Batumi came and lived the representatives of various regions the migra-
tions at various times was at various directions and of various content it was
individual and group as well. This is how various diasporas created in Batumi
in a correct or incorrect ways next to Georgian-autochthon population these
diasporas were: Armenians, Greeks, Jews, Russians, Turks etc. as it was re-
sulted in the fact that Batumi became poly-ethnic and poly-confessional city.
That is why this city is very attractive in ethnographic aspect with its old re-
gions, establishments of worship - Christian cathedrals (orthodox, Grego-
rian, catholic) Muslim mosques and synagogues. All the above-mentioned is
serious basis for touristic infrastructure.

Such ethnographic panorama of Batumi and its nearby territory creates
an idea to arrange open air museum complex in nearby territories of the city
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for development of tourist infrastructure, where general value of the region
will be presented from cultural heritage in material, social, social culture and
traditional agricultural fields. This idea also was suggested by scientists ear-
lier. Even in 70s of the past century question of arranging such museums in
Batumi was settled. Museum should be arranged on such hilly area of Batumi
or nearby territories which fully met requirements and principals of open
air museums*. This idea was not implemented which is natural because
tourists infrastructure was developing based on different principals from
now and accordingly need for such museum was not high.

Rubric “Georgians on the Black Sea” represents ways of life in dynamical
history of kindred Georgian tribes living in north east of the Black Sea - Karts,
Colchians, and especially Laz people. Describes cultural values of sailing and
fishing and reportage expressed by all other displays where also in minia-
tures are described cultural layers of Georgian tribes and generally culture
of Georgian people connected with the sea. And rubric “Adjara” describes
different types of living buildings of micro world of this ancient historical
and ethnographic province of Georgia on the background of imitation of
mountains and plane places, which at the same time describes latent way of
livestock, agriculture and farming and from the other hand shows differences
of cultural elements of costal and mountainous settlements - traditional cui-
sine clothes, agricultural tools and arms, household equipments, including
tableware, sightseeing of flora and fauna?. Finally by visiting open air muse-
ums introduction with culture of land will be possible.

[t should be noted that a number of directions in the relaxation cycle tax-
onomy of the spatial area of the Open Museum contains the elements of ex-
otic tourism. And, as it is well-known, exotic holiday is an especially
attractive sphere for tourists. There are several types of exotic holiday among
which hiking, travelling and expedition to exotic places can be singled out.
They may include attributes of Georgian cuisine and traditional table eti-
quette - tamada, toasts, rules of table manners and behavior as well as feast
- wine-drinking rules, poetry, songs, choreography with relevant dances and
a number of other components characteristic to ethno-tourism. It is the di-
rect involvement of tourists into the exotic processes and personified expe-
rience of local spirituality. Presumably, it is reasonable to pay more attention
to exotic entertainment types of recreation as it seems the best successful
niche at this stage. However, many still think today that the weighty place in
Georgian cultural tourism at present are taken by such projects as, for in-
stance, the development of museum complexes, rehabilitation of historical-
architectural monuments in accordance with international standards,
integration into the common information system and other programs of such
type®. [N. Maziashvili. Tourism Development Problems and Perspectives. -
“Tourism: Economics and Business” (Proceedings of 11" International Sci-
entific-Practical Conference), Batumi, 2011].

open air museums there will be located such traditional dwellings with
function of café-restaurants where tourists can taste best dishes of tradi-
tional Adjarian and Lazian cuisine, rest in exotic environment which settles
a question about arranging complex of ethnographic hotels on extended area
of open air museums. Traditional dwellings itself can be arranges like hotels,
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where people who like exotic tourism can have a rest in comfort and in the
world of traditional conditions. Arrangement of hotels or caférestaurants of
this type is already defined by the specialists. For example interior will in-
clude traditional adjarian wooden tables and wicker chairs. In the yard of the
museum traditional wooden and stone wine cellars and winepresses will be
placed with archeological wine pitchers and necessary equipment, closed
fountain, traditional bread bakery. Another thing is organization of workshop
for traditional art products; craft and national art on the territory of open air
museum with realization of reproduction souvenirs of exponent models, and
analyses of problem connected with popularization of traditional wooden
and weave products.

Structuring children sector in open air museum is very important with
components of children ethnography: children cuisine, folklore - fairytales
and mythological characters, children entertainment oriented on traditional
toys.

Open air museum is also place of academic activities and rest. Represen-
tatives of education and academic fields can be invited for solving different
issues. Arrangement of presentation of different projects, conferences, sem-
inars and festivals is also very important. Different types of culturaleduca-
tional, scientific and sport events, folkloreethnographic festivals, improvised
national birthdaysholidays, scientific sessions and symposiums, national art,
masters and homemade product exhibition and sale, will obviously increase
function of the museum.

Therefore it can be concluded that: open air museum of Batumi, with con-
sideration of naturalvertical zone of the region, should be divided in four
ethnographic sectors. These are: 1. MAountains of Adjara; 2. Lazeti and Black
Sea side; 3. Foothill of Adjara: Kintrishi and Chakvi gorges; 4. Batumi. Histor-
icalethnographic zones of exposition should be promoted by corresponding
agriculture buildings and traditional inventory. Together with architectural
models there will be placed material cultural exponents: work tools and
weapons, textile and ceramic materials. One part of the museum can be used
for historical and archeological monuments, especially cultural values of
pagan period, tombstone collections, vaults and etc including Basilica type
of Christian chapels, Muslim mosques with wooden and stone ornaments.

Endnotes:

! Photos are taken from the albums: “Discover - Adjara (Georgia).

2 For example, about study of local lore, see: «kKpaeBeenue», MockBa, 1987; «MeTo/qrKa uc-
TOPUKOKpaeBeJ4eCKOU paboThl B IIKoJie», MockBa, 1982; B. H. Amypkos, /I. B. Haio6a, I
H. MaTowmuH. UcToprueckoe kpaeBesienue, Mocksa, 1980.

3 Photo is taken from the albums: “State Museum of National Architecture and Lifestyle in
Georgia”.

* See paper article: - “Advantages of arrangement of open air museums in surroundings of
Batumi” - newspaper “Adjara”, 27/11.2008 (in georgian language); newspaper “Adjara”,5/8,
2000;27/11,2008 Photos are taken from the albums: “State Museum of National Architecture
and Lifestyle in Georgia” and “Discover - Adjara (Georgia) (in georgian language).

5 N. Maziashvili. Tourism Development Problems and Perspectives. - “Tourism: Economics
and Business” (Proceedings of 11* International ScientificPractical Conference), Batumi,
2011 (in georgian language).
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