Caucasus Journal of Social Sciences

3°6507¢985 5 0bEIM3MYEOE0S
(bgebsfig®os gimzgbrmemo 396GH®Ools bogsdmegbm
3653900l 8595¢000DY)

O30 g3
bgbsfig®os 9hmzbmaro 396 ™o

deaemer (5009b0dg  Pgemos, Mg bgerbsfigmors  9teagbryemo
GIbA®OL  Geaemo  bsbmgomgdsdo  960d369¢rm3bsco  99o335s.
3583562003005 (36985 ,,bYerbsfgB0 8983300060935 s Asbosb ghors
G96AH®Ob b9 BYF* bsgdosbmdog, Gog doE00ss®, 396Dl
boBMgosmgd®Ho30  Geaewols  bsbosobs s  AsbIBHsdby  sobsbo.
(330090900 bsBrgam9dmng (raemomsb 80856090530, bgambsfigtos

9JO36m 396960, x9M 300093 70-05b0 [emgdol deagrmls sofy.
2005-2006 fem9gddo 30, 30035¢PIM0  AOBLRMOHIs300L 935HO
QIPS, 033 bU33100690000 F33000em bgsbasbsorengdemner Gobosdo
350m3000bQs.

bgambsfntors gingbriemo 3960 byerbshg®o G98330009m30b,
gm©bols s OO 3odmpoegdol  bsgsgzos. gl 0go
000562007905, 0530L0 0bAIIIH?ISCXIGH0 B9brBlindo goryBostrals
43905 @@30bd9glgdmer 306, Lim@go 50580 0oy mdstgmdls
GIbA®OL  bsgsbdsbsorgmgderc Jolios ©s o, 91339 S02)LICV0
fem980s, dorgero Abmgzenoml BsbdHsdood dodobstrgmdl bsd»bgwyie
356500¢m900L 09935L905 5 3sbsbemgds. mbsy 330569800, Dogrsd
bgarbsfg®os 9eegbrer 396G®Joz s O™, Grgbsg 0sb
oofyger bHb3s F99335¢vs 0330000900 36006303980 S
80299965 ol 06135309960 Hobscos98980, BGFcrgdos Lsdrgsergdsl
Job90s, 3563000569010y 05b5090MM39 dmobrzboengdndol
J9bsdsdobsco.

39650¢m980L 085600998000  80000bstg  (33¢0eM93900l
oo bspoero  396¢90ob  bsbmgomgdolbogol  asbzonzboer
3602325990, 396 30 359339690L 9bgds.

2006 femosb s6lgdooms 090335¢05 3960l bsgsadrmangbm
3em0H035, BFYe0E doG0MSS© 06(9IH3M9AS300bsd0 sbemg-
396 Goam0sdo 3sdmobs®s.

339boemos 0b®dIH309Bs3o0L bsdo do®momso dsbolbios-
0989¢cv0 (The AAM National Interpretation Project), 3¢mols
09939mBomsg  09Ygmdo  sbEengdl  sgoL  dobosbs s
bogob8sbs0¢mgdeme Gengls.

306939¢0 Asbolios09gdgero ,,bA®sHIa05 s Jobsstlo” 8mopsgl
099900 fgbgdol s2930e9dermBslL 0bBIH3GIH 30l Fgbsbyd,

186



Caucasus Journal of Social Sciences

bogsb0sbsormgderer Heamolsdo Lgbhombeem dogmdodl, 30bws-
960 3020496035300L 30Ys980b30L Lo Fot Lsd»9sen9B890bs s
A9F602¢rmg090b, dobssGlobs s Gobbol Fgbsdsdolbmdols sdogzs-
09690¢00b gsbsorengdols Gobboon.

090299 Osbslbios09B9cr0 ,,d9b5de93emBoL RodH930” bodbsgl,
0 979Bgmdl assBbos 0bBIH309H 300l Fos 35¢rndIem9ds,
V03690 (30200b5b bbb, 536098 330793000 UG890, sbogbls
09935983l 05 59945690l 363393500056 9H009HDMBSL by Brags-
©985b03b.

Beagmer Asbolbiosogdgero ,,b9ecndobshzcomdmds s 3ssgds”
329¢00bbdMdl, Geagmtis 397603296 ol Jobsstlbrdmo3z 9em9d9bdgol
5 00290000090 byendobshzcomdo s dodbowz9emo  obsobol
35909969800b, Lsbmasmgdsls @s JobssHll TmGol 1600960~
3530060l 52930e98¢05BY. 5939 009980 seHabs B Lsbmgs-
0900l 356507¢m980L o bboOo>.

39650em980bs s 0699H3MH9BHG00L gb doGomso dsbsbos-
0290¢900 9.f. G9fyd-ncno bogsdmazgber bihsbos@®gdol (0go 5639690
36a39bobs s 99c0930b bHsbs®@ob  «Em09eo303006b) 359~
3026050 009310936985 05 batrolbols s beemymazoemgdol brgowo
05B396989¢000.

»0B9900b 356507¢m980L Uihsbostrdgdls cos 36063039880 (The
Ed Com Museum Education Standards and Principles) 30 sbodbeeos,
0 ©93560B505693sdmGobo  abor®o  Gdsmds  gbBstr9ds
09929098l 0953056000 bogsbdsbsorengdemer dolbools Jgbitr-engdsdo;
3db3s69) RJHM9005 sboero (B9fbrrcrmgogdol godmygbads, s9z9b-
Aob 353900905 9080936000 ©393050905%9, Fgbtrmemgdsbs o
09935L985Y.

bpmego gb  do00098900, dobo  sbsemobo,  3s8my9bgds,
00B6900256 5 09508560056 Fobsgos3ds Pot3mscoggbls bsdrsemgdols
b9cmbsfg®035 96369000 3960 Lsgsbdsbsorengdenear 3eagrodozol
IRBIIAID© ©393d30Ls s 3sbbeazogemgdoliorzol.

187



Caucasus Journal of Social Sciences

Education and Interpretation
(According to the exhibitions of the
National Centre of Manuscripts)

Kurdadze Lela
National Centre of Manuscripts

During last several years, the role of National Center of Manuscripts has
changed significantly. The concept “manuscript heritage” has widened and
together with it the “museum” activities of the center widened too, which is
reflected mainly on the character of the Center’s social role and scale.

The radical transformation of the National Center of Manuscripts’s role
started in 2005-2006 years and it was influenced by the changes that were
taking place in the field of science, technologies and their applications, and
in the formation of the modern society. Also this was influenced by the vision
of the center of the country, people and its own future development.

How is the transformation of National Center of Manuscripts expressed?

Its educational role can be named as the main substantiation of the Na-
tional Center of Manuscripts transformation. It is easy to notice these are the
last 6-7 years, during which the character of the center’s educational role has
been changed. Awareness in relation with social role has increased. Herewith
the established approach “manuscript heritage for scientists” changed. This
process had started in the center at 70-es and developed with a very low
pace.

National Center of Manuscripts is a great repository of manuscript her-
itage (manuscripts, historical documents, and archive material), knowledge
and experience. Today it is interested in sharing of its intellectual resources
with all the interested persons. This is what the center’s educational mission
consists in. Evaluation and refreshment of museum education has been going
throughout the world during the last decades.

It maybe belated but the time has come in the National Center of Man-
uscripts, when it started to care about changes in the established principles
and presented innovative proposals, which would enable it to develop in ac-
cordance with the modern demands.

The main portion of the ongoing changes in the direction of education
falls on programs designated for public and namely on exhibitions.

What is an exhibition?

Exhibition is the most important functions of the museum in the field
of public relations. Museum curators have their on definition, meaning, types
etc. of the term “exhibition” (Belcher, 1994; Burcaw, 1997; Herreman, 2004;
Konstantios, 2005; Verhaar and Meeter, 1989). Using the synthesis of all
these [ will explain the main essence of an exhibition in general:

“Exhibition” is an effective communication mean, which is based on sub-
jects and their component elements, is presented in defined space and by
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means of application of special interpretations and techniques conveys con-
cept, values, knowledge and entertainment. It is an exhibition which enables
people of any age, education or social status, alone or in the group, to see the
monument, “touch” the “past” and “present”. Exhibitions by participation in
the arrangements, aim at educating of people based on the creative approach.
Today, its development and increasing activities are understood not only as
steps taken in the direction of preservation of cultural heritage, but also as
a development of the public communication field.

Since 2006 the exhibition policies of the center have changed essen-
tially, and the main peculiarity of this change is expressed in a newer ap-
proach to the interpretation.

What does the term interpretation mean? As a rule, it is used for a de-
scription of those means, by which the institution acquaints the visitor with
the collection and their research activities. Interpretation shall establish a
bilateral communication between an institution and a visitor.

The AAM National Interpretation Project identified three general char-
acteristics of exemplary interpretation (the activities through which a mu-
seum carries out its mission and educational role) that speak to both the
process and product.

The first characteristic, “strategy and content,” means a museum has a
statement of purpose for the interpretation, engages in effective planning,
takes its educational role seriously, and involves the community while
demonstrating knowledge of the subject, making content relevant, and en-
gaging in important issues.

The second characteristic, “enabling factors,” means a museum has pre-
pared itself through internal commitment to the interpretive philosophy,
employing learning theory, research, and evaluation, and creating a contin-
uous relationship with its audiences.

The last characteristic, “access and delivery,” means a museum provides
multiple and varied entry points, uses inviting design, bridges the gap be-
tween audience and content, expresses clear ideas that are apparent to the
audience, and uses media that are appropriate to the exhibition’s goals, con-
tent, and audience.

In the “Museum Education Standards and Principles” it is noted that
inter departmental team work helps museums in an implementation of their
educational mission; auxiliary factors are application of newer technologies,
stressing the thorough planning, performance and evaluation.

Excerpt, which [ just used, is from the “Exhibition Standards” published
in 2002 by the Office Policies and Analysis of Smithsonian Institute (page
13).

[ think that these instructions, their analysis, application and their
agreement with the aims and reality, represent the mean for an effective
planning and development of educational politics of the National Center of
Manuscripts.
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Now I will briefly touch the processes and changes undergoing in this
respect in the National Center of Manuscripts.

To activate the center’s communication means and to better consider
the needs of visitors, the structural changes were initiated in 2006. Coming
from the specifics of the center, social programs were brought to the front,
although scientific research still remains the main direction of the activity.
One of the priorities of the reorganization was a separation of the exhibition
and educational spheres. These directions are united as one structural unit
now which represents the main body in providing the accumulated informa-
tion and knowledge to the public.

As I noted above, the exhibition policies of the center have been changed
essentially, which is mainly expressed in a newer approach to the interpre-
tation: first of all the exposition hall was given a name, explanatory texts and
illustrated banners were placed at the stands. This process is still in its de-
velopmental stage in National Center of Manuscripts, although attempt of its
implementation was positively estimated at this stage.

Wall texts, titers, banners, where the details on monument or theme are
given, complete collection viewers’ practice of interpretation, which has ex-
isted in the National Center of Manuscripts already for many decades. This
practice includes excursions under the guidance of volunteer and/or staff
guides, educational conversations during the viewing process, inclusion of
electronic resources, publications etc.

National Center of Manuscripts is a scientific research institution this is
why it is endowed with the important function of providing educational serv-
ice to the children and adults. In this respect, the form of communication
with the educational institutions goes through the transformation. When the
60-65% of the center visitors is represented by groups of school pupils, ex-
hibitions shall become interesting and understandable for them.

In the frames of each exhibition the special program for school pupils is
prepared, the main aspect of which is a provision of game to the children.
After showing the monument to them, the game asks children for the descrip-
tion of their impressions, reading the monument and expansion of the given
theme. The aim of these games is to teach children viewing expositions and
processing the information received through seeing expositions. We on our
part are given a possibility to maintain constant and uninterrupted contact
with our junior visitors.

Educational service of National Center of Manuscripts for educational
institutions can be described in several paragraphs:

1. Relations with schools and other educational organizations with the
purpose
of planning of excursions and different cognitive activities;

2. Excursions in National Center of Manuscripts;

3. Lending of exhibits (moulages (casting/moulding), information-illus-
trative banners, photo reproduction);
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4. Presentations in the center and educational institutions;
5. Special activities and arrangements.

All the educational services provided in and outside of National Center
of Manuscripts, serve the purpose of accessibility of the educational re
sources for wide circles of public, and especially for the young generation.

In National Center of Manuscripts implementation of informational
technologic novelties has been underway for the last 4 years. At this stage
many exposition projects

(“Easter”, “ Manuscripts of Knight in Panther’s skin”, “Giorgi Mtatsmin
deli”...), computer programs ( “I love books”) and web pages ( “ Georgian
manuscript book”, “ Georgian Historical Public Figures”, “ Mother Tongue”)
are realized.

When the issue on necessary changes in the respect of programs dedi
cated to public was raised, necessity of studying of this field as a discipline
became a main agenda. Launched works, observations, realities from practices
revealed many important issues and problems.

Matters like, projects planning and management general principles, gen
eral comprehension of the meaning of these programs, inclusion of special
ists from various fields, also corresponding funding, exposition and
educational spaces, inventory etc. can be considered as the main factors,
which need a serious approach, analysis and timely solution.

Today, National Center of Manuscripts has the intellectual resource, to
actively include its educational activity with the modern interpretation ap
proaches in individual and public development process and this way play an
active role in the development of our social culture.
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