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Role of Museum in Development of Society

Kovziashvili Nino
Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

Museum (literal translation - “Shrine of the Muses”) was considered a

long time since as the most important destination for keeping of unique cultural
heritage, but its importance had been changing for years in accordance with function
of museum what was expressed with intensification of museum role in com-

munication and education of society.
Obviously, the museum is complex cultural institution at present working

on the protection of tangible cultural heritage and on definition of its significance.
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Recently, among six main functions (collection completion, registration, protec-
tion, research, interpretation and educational activities) of modern museum the
special emphasis is given to educational activities, which is focused on various social
groups and largely determines both state and private museums missions and ten-
dencies.

In almost all big or small cities of contemporary world thousands of different
type museums are, whose work and missions are different, but regardless of profile
and legal subordination, they are united with the attitude to educational programs
together with management principles - museums offer public various educational
programs for all age and social class and they play an important role in educational
and communication process of society. That's why the museum’s relationship with
universities, colleges and with other educational institutions is more important in
institutional context. In USA and in European countries museums and universities
have concluded agreements, by which students have rights to participate in museum
studies and in exhibitions organization. Workshops, seminars and various educa-
tional programs are planned for them. Students become so-called “volunteers”, who
host schoolchildren and share museum experience with them, make presentations
in understandable and acceptable language to adults.

It's good that similar programs were implemented in Georgia as well. E.g.
Georgian National Museum has signed contracts with several universities, including
University of Georgia. As a result students have actively been involved in activities
of GNM, they have participated in organizing of exhibitions (“Evolutionary Gender”),
have conducted various educational programs for schoolchildren, also took part in
season opening in Open Air Museum (“Spring holiday”). This kind of cooperation
contributes development of students’ creativity, improves museum communication
with the youth segment of community and forms potential for audience expansion.

In realization of such programs education department plays the important
role. It works on the youth audience through the important game. According to ac-
cepted theories, teenager better understands, cognizes and remembers while di-
rectly is connected, hears or participates in the creative process (Swiss psychologist
Jean Piaget names the game as “Child’s labour”, makes sense that game helps the
child in cognitive development). In many countries such programs have been ap-
proved and endorsed as well (e.g. one museum in USA made copies of collections
and hided “treasure” in the room, which had to be found by so-called pirates with
map). It seems that the children learn their own opportunities, individual behav-
iours, social roles, gaining some experience. There is clear that the safe situation,
positive emotions and free actions helps in creative processing of information. Yu-
goslavian psychologists who have worked on school reform, have written: “We need
a new, active school, what will concern the pupil as active participant in the process
instead of school, what only transmits the knowledge on particular subjects, and the
pupil has only role of passive recipient,.” Schoolchild of this “Active school” and par-
ticipant of “Process” should be involved in museum’s educational program. He must
perceive the museum environment, where will feel as valuable and important to-
gether with his peers.

It is known that I half of twentieth century is characterized as the beginning
of great social reforms in Europe and in the United States. This period is connected
to revealing of more tolerance towards disabled people, began open talks about their
hard life, the wrong care and violence. As a rule, human categorization in society is

184



Caucasus Journal of Social Sciences

ordinary and people each other concern to different categories (rich, poor, white,
disabled, etc.).

To facilitate deinstitutionalization process the museum has to give the oppor-
tunity of informal education and self-education to any member of society: pupils,
students, adults or elders, to offer them special educational service, which is one of
the objectives in inclusive education. In foreign museums such programs are numer-
ous and get special encouragement both from various funds and state sector as well.

Nowadays it is already clear that museum has opportunity to cover any
segment of public and to offer them services a wide, diverse package (work-
shops, various training courses, lectures, films, concerts, family programs,
excursions etc..), which is significant contribution to society’s education and
in development of intercultural dialogue. Museum'’s visitor oriented pro-
grams should be designed for different ethnic groups and offered them
unique opportunity to get acquainted with each other’s culture and life, to
analyze their mutual elements and to collaborate with each other.

Along time since the world’s leading museums are actively working in the di-
rection that their designed educational programes have to be concerned to the mul-
tiethnic audience interests and needs, which should become noteworthy for
Georgian museums as well. Moreover, as we know in our country 26 nationalities
live and intercultural dialogue based on their cultural diversity will facilitate con-
structive relations and peaceful co-existence of people with different identity.
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