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By the Georgian and foreign (Western European) scholars Georgia is in-
cluded into the area where vine-growing originated and developed. Together
with Asia Minor Georgia is regarded as the home of vine and wine. This fact
is pointed out by the existence of wild vine on the territory of Georgia, great
number of cultural vine species, oral tradition and legends, ancient Greek
written sources, traditions of vine cultivation, wine-making and consump-
tion, monuments of material culture connected with viticulture and wine-
making (stone-cut and lime-made wine cellars and winepresses, buried
pitchers of various sizes and shapes as well as other tools and implements).
The term wine is of Georgian origin that was spread from here and estab-
lished in Indo-European and Semitic languages in altered but root-un-
changed form.

Adjara is considered as the classical local part of Georgian viticulture-
winemaking. Together with Samtskhe-]Javakheti it is comprised within the
cultural-historical area where the signs of wild vine species can be traced as
far as the distant geological age. We mean here the remains of the fissile gi-
gantic wild vine branch found on the site of an ancient settlement near the
adjacent village of Dzindze in Upper Adjara in the vicinities of the Goderdzi
Pass (2020 m above the sea level). The age of the branch counts millions of
years (M. Dzvelaia, B. Kvirkvelia. Geological History of Adjara, Tbilisi, 1987,
pp. 69-70). According to the specialists the cultural viticulture should have
been originated in the place where wild vine was growing. Such a conclusion
places Adjara and Samtskhe-Javakheti in a preferable position. Hence, we say
that these parts of Georgia should be considered as one of the ancient local
centers of the origin and development of viticulture and winemaking.

Amphelographic data also point to the ancient viticulture traditions in
Adjara - great number of local vine species that are represented by high vine
(M. Ramishvili, Vine Species in Guriua, Samegrelo and Adjara. Tbilisi, 1968,
p.2).

In the past the high vine was cultivayted in Adjara in great numbers on
the territories of monasteries, stone-cut and lime-built cellars and wine-
presses that is well seen on the example of Macjhakheli Gorge (N. Kakhidze.
Vine and Fruit Growing in Machakheli Gorge. - Issues of Economic Life of the
Adjara Population. Thbilisi. 1971, p.10). Similar picture was in the ecclesias-
tical-monastic centers of Shavshet-Klarjeti and the whole South-Wesyern
Georgia (G. NAtadze. Economic State of Shavhet-Klarjeti and Class Relatiuons
in 9®-10% Centuries. - journal “Mnatobi”, Thilisi, 1929, #2-3, p.210). The ex-
istence of these species of high vine is discussed within the genetic connec-
tion with the wild vine.
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Today there are registered over 50 species of local and introduced black,
red and white eating and wine grapes in Adjara. Among them the following
belongs to the ancient species of high vine: Kolosha, Chkhaveri, Kharistvala,
Tskhenisdzudzu, Klarjuli, Orjokhuli, Khopaturi, Livanuri, Kvabturi, Khatuna-
parmaghi (Lady’s finger), Dudghi, Bostnuri, Mekrenchkhi, Tavkveri, Povnili,
Satsuri, [zabela, etc. (N. Kakhidze. Machakheli Gorge. Batumi, 1974, p.46; K.
Beridze. Viticulture and Perspectives of Development in Adjara. Batumi,
1978, p.25). The great number of local vine species in the local conditions
are considered as the indicators of the existence of wine and vine growing
from the ancient times (V. Kantaria, M. Ramishvili. Vine Growing. Tbilisi,
1951, p.34).

Stone-cut and lime-built cellars and winepresses, the main wine vessels
- clay pitchers of various shapes and capacity (majority of which are buried
in the ground) and other materials also indicate to the ancient date of the
origin and development of viticulture and wine-making in Adjara. Part of the
wine cellars and winepresses are registered in the vicinities of churches and
monasteries.

According to the archaeological and ethnological data Adjara used to be
distinguished with the above mentioned wine cellars and presses. The ear-
liest among them is the stone-cut winepress in Zeniti (Kobuleti region). Some
scholars date the winepress to the Antique period, others - to the Hellenistic
age (D. Khakhutaishvili. New Materials for the History of Town Economy of
the Hellenistic Kartli.- 3 volumes, vol.2, Batumi, 2009, p.153). To the group
of ancient winepresses should also belong the ones carved in monolithic
stone in Dzentsmani, Ortsvi (Keda region), Korolistavi (Khelvachauri region).

The village of Zeda Chkhutuneti in the Machakheli Gorge is particularly
distinguished with open and close type of cellars and winepresses built in
lime - it preserves 6 such winepresses and one wine cellar (N. Kakhidze.
Machakheli Gorge. Batumi, 1974, p.45). The closed type wine cellars are also
preserved in other villages of the Gorge (Tskhemlara, Chikuneti).

Buried pitchers are found in many villages of Adjara. In the buried
pitcher found in Chkhutuneti fortress territory there were discovered grape
remains as well. Their study might give us an interesting picture for the de-
termninatiuon of the grape species.

During the Ottoman reign in Adjara (from 1560s to the 1878 Russian-
Turkish War) when wine making and consumption was banned, viticulture
and wine making as one of the main and promoted types of economy were
destroyed and ravaged. Wine cellars and presses were silences and the ma-
jority of them were damaged thus losing their functions. Unfortunately,
owing to some reasons no attention was paid to the tradition of wine making
in Adjara after the Ottoman rule either. The tradition was restored only from
19930s when next to the high vine the low vine was also grown and culti-
vated. However, the traditional cellars and winepresses were still given to
oblivion due to the introduction of modern technologies of wine making. In
spite of this the local population used to express humble attitude towards
the ancient monuments of material culture connected to the viticulture of
their ancestors. As a result, many of the stone-cut and lime-built cellars and
winepresses have been preserved in Adjara.
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The above described data, and first and foremost the monuments of ma-
terial culture connected with viticulture and wine growing represent the
treasury of the cultural heritage created by our ancestors through centuries.
They need not only a thorough study but protection, caring, preservation and
popularization. Such attitude towards the monuments of material culture is
urgent and topical now that the development of tourism infrastructure has
such a remarkable scope. Hundreds of thousands tourists arrive in Adjara
annually from different countries of the world who get interested in the past
and modern life of the region, and, first of all, in the above enumerated cul-
tural sites.

With this purpose we intend to publish cards and booklets depicting
traditions of vine growing and wine making as well as the relevant monu-
ments and sites of material culture.
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